46                       Turgot.

formed by Turgot of the  relations  between
natural law and political economy.

Quesnay was then at the height of his fame;
he had published his Maxims and his " Eco-
nomic Table." His disciples were a brother-
hood of the initiated who treated the master
as a kind of god. They called themselves the
"Economists," and formed, in reality, a sect
Turgot did not like the spirit of sect. One of
his letters on the freedom of the grain trade
contains this passage: " I know very well that
those who have for some time been speaking
or writing against free trade in grain, affect to
regard this opinion as merely that of a few
writers who have styled themselves Econo-
mists, and who have contrived to arouse a cer-
tain public prejudice against themselves by
the sectarian attitude into which they have
blundered, and by a fanatical tone that always
repels those who do not share it."

Although professing the sincerest admiration
for Quesnay, Turgot preferred the companion-
ship of Gournay. Gournay, 'his second and
perhaps more beloved master, had, it is true,
adopted the ideas of Quesnay; but he labored
in another field of that domain with which they
had together enriched the world, Dupont de
Nemours takes great pains to prove the iden-
ticalness of the views of these two remarkablecame a col-tely.ink him toon-
